
Various Concepts of God and the Nature of Faith 
There is a plethora of concepts of God. Nonetheless, these concepts can be generally 

divided up into two main categories: personal and non-personal God. A personal God is the 
Supreme Being which has created all the other beings. The non-personal God, however, is the 
deepest reality of everything. Each of these two main ideas about God’s entity faces some 
challenges related to God’s attributes, the existence of Evil, humans’ free will, and the 
relationship between God and his creatures. In our workshop, we will discuss the compatibility 
or incompatibility of God’s attributes with the ideas of personal and non-personal God. The most 
significant incompatibility which emerges in the belief in a personal God is how God can be 
separated from his creatures considering the adjective “unlimited?” Also, the main quandary in 
the context of a non-personal God is the paradox of “the identity of the other beings”, where both 
propositions “God is X” and “God is not X” are not false.  

Additionally, the nature of faith is an issue which is closely related to the previous 
subject. Most thinkers believe that faith is a kind of knowledge, or, at least, it is a kind of belief. 
But, some questions arise here. For example, is the belief in the two propositions “God exists” 
and “2+2=4” the same? If not, what is the difference between these two beliefs? We will attempt 
to respond to these questions in our workshop. Our hypothesis is that there are two kinds of 
consciousness: conceptual and meta-conceptual. Our knowledge of mathematics or science is 
conceptual, while faith is a meta-conceptual consciousness.  

Finally, it must be noted that although Islam has a lot in common with the other religion 
in the issues of “the concepts of God” and “the nature of faith,” our workshop will focus on the 
Islamic context.  
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